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Fig. 1. Colonies cultured from lesional skin of tinea versicolor. Scarlet color colonies are observed on CHROMagar Malassezia
Candida. These species were confirmed by nested PCR to be M. globosa.
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Fig. 3. Spores and mycelial forms detected from TV stained by
acid buffered methylene blue.
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Fig. 4. Colonies cultured from lesional skin of a seborrheic dermatitis patient. Both of scarlet and white colored colonies are
observed on CHROMagar Malassezia Candida. These species were confirmed by nested PCR to be M. globosa and M. restricta.
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Table 1. Anti-Malassezia RAST score from atopic dermatitis
patients in our outpatient clinic

Anti- Malassezia

RAST score Number IgE >1000 IgE <1000
0 203 7 196
1 11 9
2 35 28 7
3 49 49 0
4 29 29 0
5 9 8/9 >10000 0
6 1 17300 0
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Malassezia Related Diseases

Yoshihiro Sei
Showa University Fujigaoka Hospital Department of Dermatology
1-30 Fujigaoka, Aoba-ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa 227-8501, Japan

The genus Malassezia is now divided into eleven species. Different species initiate or aggravate different
skin diseases. In seborroheic dermatitis, M. restricta play an important role, while in atopic dermatitis, M.
globosa and/or M. restricta are major cutaneous microflora.

M. globosa is a causative species of tinea versicolor, and this species is also a causative species of malassezia
folliculitis. We should therefore obtain better knowledge of the ecological and pathogenic roles of malassezia.
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